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‘We have repeatedly called the attention 
of our readers jo the various #ttempis which, 
from time to time, the national goveroment 
have made, and are making, to give the ad- 
ministration the complete command and con- 
troul of the militia. As the constitution 
stands somewhat in their way, it is necessary | 
to make use of every possible artifice to get 
over so formidable an obstacie; and we 
have no doubt, that if upon experiment, it | 
shall be found to be too obstinate and un- 
vielding, the fixed determination of the cabi- 
net is, to trample it boldly under foot. 

We lately made some remarks upon a bill, 
reported to the House of Representatives, the | 
present session of Congregs. for the purpose 
of disciplining the officers of the muditia. At 
that time, 
itself contained another project, of a charac- 

cr not only new, Dot, in ts Reture, the most 

extraordisary that was ever brough! forward | 
for adoption by the legislature of a free coun- 
‘ry. his report has been since published 
in eur paper; but we are not willing to Jet 
it pass entirely without observation. 

In the first place we wou!d remark, that in 
the chairman of the committee by whom it 
was presented, we are introduced to a new 
political acquaintance—he being no other 
hain the renowned Ge neral Harrison, “ the 
hero of Tippecanoe.” After having seen 
him make a war without law or constitution 
—a deed which ought to have cost him his 
commission, if not his head—we should be 
cautious of resorting to him for maxims of po 
litical wisdom, or principles of civil poliey.— 
The man who could, in so important an alf- 
fair, go directly abreast of the constitation, 
is not to be trusted any where. Freedom it- 
self is net safe in such hands; and every 
measure that he may project, or propose, 
ought to be the subject of the deepest suspi- 
clon. 

After having disposed of some preliminary 
topics, relating to the classing and organizing 
the militia, the report states the two following 
Fane 

“ Js it destrable that the whole male popu- 
lation of the United States, of the proper age, 
should be trained to the use of arms, soas to 
superside, under any circumstances, the neces- 
sity of a standing army ? 
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we did not kuow that the report | 


2. * Ts tt practicable.” 
Fhey are momentous questions—for if the 
answer should be in the affirmative (and this 
report answers them so) we presume that the 
people of the United States,from one extremi- 
ty to. the other, are to commence a course of 
education im military schools, and ta he 
taught the su@lime science of butcherin 
mankind. And this ia ta commence. Hike @i: 
other systems of education, in eariy youth-- 
for we find the report making use of the fo!- 
| fowing Janguage—“ And since tt must be evi- 
| dent, that the time necessary for this purpose 
| cannot be ta’en from the avocations of our citi- 
zens, after they have arrived at the age of man- 
hood, the only alternalive is to devise a system 
of military instruction, which shall be enzraft- 
ed on, and form a part of the ordingry educa- 
tion of our youth. And the same idea forms 
_ the substance of the resolution at the close of 
the report—* Resolved, That the Secretary of 
War be required to prepare and lay before this 
Hous:, at the next session of Congress, a plan 
for the military instruction of allthe youth of 
the U. States, in the way which is best calcu- 
lated for the purpose, with as little injury as 
possible to the ordinary course of education.” — 
This is the plan ; ; and it ts well entitled toa 
moment’s consiceration, fot t-eeimes home 
to us all, in one shape anct another. 


Aceording to the usual course cf things, 
youth is the time to prepare for usefulness in 
the future concerns and business oflife. The 
common period of minority has been found 
short enough to aecomplish the object, let 
the destination of individuals be what it may. 





| Ifa man intends that his son shall become a 


professional man, it requires all his indusiry 
and exertions to qualify himself for that pur- 
pose hy the time he reaches the age of twen- 
ty one. Very few, indeed, are prepared at 
so early a period. If his object be to make 
him a merchant, or a mechanic, it is as much 
as can be expecied of any youth, that he 
should acquire the necessary scientific in- 
strnetion, and a knowledge of the business 
lie is to be engaged in, by the time he arrives 
at full age. 

Where is he then to find time to qualify 
himself for the art of wer—to practise those 
“ minute particulars” in military disci; tine, 
which the report informs us “‘ le the noviciate 
in arms have no apparent object ; but which 
forn. the links cf @ beautiful and connected sys- 
tem.” Is there not, besides. something incon- 
grucus in the idea of o! liging all the youth 
of our country to learn ‘wo trades at once ? It 

‘opears tobe as much as most oi them can 





‘compass, to learn one thoroughly. 


Nor can 
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we conceive of any thing more ridiculous, 
than teaching a boy at one and the same 
time, how to shoulder a musket and thread a 


edle—to * dress to the right,’ and make a 
bar'd end—to swing a broad axe, and flourish 
a broad sword. It is certain that many men 
may become accomplished proficients in 
two professions, or two trades, especially 
by taking to them in turn, one after the 


other. But it is rare that any one ever 
made much progress when he undertook 
to study them both at once. A very great 


genius, after long experience, may _ be- 
come skilled in trading with Indians, and in 
killing Indians; but there are cases where 
the pursuits, in their very nature are so di- 
verse, that scarcely any man can get along 
with them both at the same time. 

We will examine this report further. 

al 

The legislature on Thursday last decided by a 
large majority, that we are to have an election 
for a Gevernor. 





COUNTERFEFEITER. 

An affidavit having been made on “hursday last, 
before Mr. Justice Welling, of Hoboken, in Ber- 
gen county, state of New-Jersey, that one Simeon 
Van Houten, of said place, was in the habit of 
passing counterfeit money. and that there was 
prohable cause to suspect that a large quantity 
of counterfeit bank notes were concealed in his 
house, a seareh warrant was procured, and an offi- 
cer repaired with it tothe premises. The follow- 
ing is the amomnt and description of sueh notes 
found 
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Pensacola. It has been a long time in agitation ; 
but when first set on foot, it was given out. and 
every body believed, that it was going to Mexico. 
The expedition is made up of Patriots. No 
doubt the place will be taken.’’ 





OUR RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 
{ Documents continued. | 


Let us suppose (and it is a very proper sup- 
position) that you and J are intimate friends ; 
you have purchased an estate adjoining one 
of mine ; (1 do aot now inquire whether you 
purchased it from a person who had a right to 
sell it or not—but you purchased it ;) and, be 
it because some officious person said 80, or 
hecause you thought so, you were of opinion 
that there was included in this purchase a 
part of my estate which I worked, took care 
of, and possessed. Assoon as you had made 
this purchase, and observed that possession 
was not given you of the land I worked, and 
which you believed to belong to you, you 
asked me to give it uptoyou. I observed 
to you that it was mine. that the land which 
you had purchased had also belonged to me 
formerly, that I had ceded it to him who had 
sold it such as he had delivered it, and in no 


| greater extent; and that, consequently, he 


could not transfer to you more than I had 
vivento him. You and I refer to the seller, 
and he tells us that he never sold the land to 
you which you require, and never obtained it 
from me, nor had an intention of acquiring it. 


It is made known for the purpose of put- | Notwithstanding this declaration, whieh ts 


ting the public on their guard against similar | decisive and irrevocable, 1, from molives of 
| friendship for you, and to do away all doubt 


notes, which doubtless are already in circulatio: 
391 bills of 75 cents, of the New-York Manu- 
facturing Company. 
116 do. of 87 1-2 cents, of the bank of Utica. 
64 do of 5 dollars, of the Paterson bank. 


4do. of 3 do. of do. do. 
4do. of 10 do. of the Merchant's bank of 
New-York. 
49 do. of 5do. of do. do. 
6 do. of 5 do. of the bank of New-York. 
2do.of 10 do. of do do 


1 de. of 20 do. of the bank of North Ame- 


rica, Phi'adelphia. 
§2 do. of 75 cents, 


Wm. H Bunn. 
1 do. of 3dollars, of the Manhattan bank. 
Tdo. of 20 do. of do. do. 


2i4doof 2 do. of the Merehant’s bank.- 


| 





1 do of 5 do of the Farmers and Mechanics | 


bank of Albany. 
29 do of 75 cents. of the Farmer of Troy. 


534 do of $1 25, of the City Bank of New. | 


York. 


The above is the amount found in a trunk ip 
Van Houten’s house, the key of which was taken 
out of his pocket book before he was committed. 
by Jacob Hays. one ot the officers sent by our po- 
lice magistrates, to assist in the search — Post. 





Important.—We have been favored with the 
sight of a letter from New-Orleans, dated Feb. 1 
from which we copy the fo lowing : 

‘T have just learned there is an expedition 
now on the eve of sailing from here to act against 


avoiding every subject of difference. 





, 


on the point, propose to you thet we should 
discuss the affair in a friendly manner, and as- 
sure you, that if you present tome unques- 
tilonable documents to prove that it belongs 
to you, lam ready to give it up. 1 ask you, 
dispassionately, if this proposition could be 
considered as inadmissible. I cofurther. I, 
who am anxious to accommodate you because 
you are my friend and a good neighbour, 


'knowing that you desire to get part of my 
of the corporation, signed | territory fo round out yours, and to facilitate 
the exportation of your produce, as there is « 
navigable river passing through it, carry my 


friendship and condescension so far as to say 
to you, that we will agree between ourselves, 
bv a friendly investigation, what belengs to 
each; and, this being settled, |] am ready te 
cede to you the. lands you desire, for an e- 


_quivalent founded in equity, justice, and re- 
'ciprocal convenience, fixing the limits be- 
tweenus in such a way that our servants 


should not engage usin quarrels and contests, 
as, it being our desire to jive in the greatest 
harmony, we were equally interested in 
Will 
you say to me that these friendly propositions 
are inadmissible ? [ believe not. Such, then 
neither more nor less, are those which I have 
suggested to you in my former official note, 
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and renew to you by this, hoping that, taking 
them into serious consideration, you wil! 
view them as just, equitable, and even gen 
erous. 

You cannot but know that the conventio: 
you pronose, limited to the indemuificatior: 
for injuries done to the American commerce 
by the cruizers and tribunals of Spain, anc 
by the suppression of the deposite at New 
Orleans, will not accomplish fully the objec: 
which the two nations propose to themselve: 
of extinguishing all disagreements. Ne 
vertheless, to give another proof of the de 
ference of his majesty to the wishes of the 
republic, I agree to enter into negotiation 
with you on these two points, and to con- 
clude a convention as to them, in which shall 
be embraced the just reclamations which his 
majesty shall produce against this govern 
ment, and the various arrangements he de- 
sires to place in it for the encouragement of 
the commerce between the two nations, and 
to avoid injuries such as those, which, from 
the want of explicitness in the last treaty. 
have been exrerienced by the respective sub- 
jects of both. [ will «dd more, and it is, that 
the first point to which you refer, heing found- 
ed in the treaty which exists between the 
two nations, I will subscribe to it without 
diticulty ; and as to the second, if is of so 
small an amount, that if I do not succeed in 
demonstrating to you that these injuries have 
nol existed, orthat they are much exaggera- 
ted. and that the United States have already 
admitted that they were satisfied forthem. | 
will have no difficulty even astothem. | 


ought likewise to ohserve to you, that it will 


he easy to include in this same couvention 
or treaty, a provisional arrangement of hm. 
its. without detaining us fo fx them with ex- 
actitude. If the United State do not desire 
to make an essential change in the establish- 
ed limits, fixed by the treaties of 1763, 1764 
1783, 1795, and 1800. and that this arrang: 

ment should only apply tothe uveullivated 


lands to the north of the Missouri, the boun- | 


daries of which were never settled hetween 
France and Spain, this question might be left 
for commissioners, named by each varty, and 
their decision might be considcred as part of 
the convention; But, in any case, ihe most 
efficient method of concluding these affairs 
will be, that you should have the goodness to 
say to me, with frankness, what are the rea! 
views of the United States, what are the re«! 
and true compensations they are disposed to 
offer for the country they desire fo obtain 
from his majesty. You may be assured that 
I will support, earnestly, proposals that are 
just and reciprocally convenient, and that, 
on the-return of the courier, [ shall be able 
to sign, under the powers [now have,a treaty 
mutually satisfactory to both parties, we, in 


| 





| 
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know that the instructions ought to be adapf- 
d to the greater or lesser territory of bis ma- 
 esty which the United States may destre tq 
idd to their dominions ; and that, if.they de- 
sire none, little difficuify can occur on the 
-ubject of indemnities between {wo powers 
animated by conciliatory and just sentiwents. 
I renew to you my respects, Xe. 
LUIS DE ONIS. 





Copy of a letter from the Secretary of State to 
the Chevalier de Onis, dated 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
February 20, 1817. 

Sirn—! have had the honour io receive 
your letter of the 10th instant. 

From full consicveration of the contents of 
this letter, it appear», that although you ex- 
pect instructions at an early date to negotiate 
and conclude a treaty. for the adjustment of 
all differences between the United States and 
Spain, which you manifest a desire to accom- 
phish, you do not consider yourself authorised 
to do so onany one point, at this time. I 
will thank you to state whether I have under- 
stood correctly the idea which you intend to 
convey. Incasel have, 1 have only to re- 
mark, that aithough the delay is particularly 
to be regretted, it is nur perceived, that any 
advantage can be derived from entering into 
the negotiation, before you have received 
3 Our instructions. 

I have the honour tobe, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 





Translation of a letter from the Chivalier de 
Onis to the Secretary of State, dated 
Washington, February 21, 1817. 

Sir—In the official letter which you did 
me the honour to diree: to me yesterday, you 
state that you had taken into consideration the 
contents of mine of the ivth instant, and, con- 
fining yourself to one point only out of many 
m which it touches, of the greatest impor- 
tance, a3 I think to the interests of both na- 
tiuns, you say, that if you had correctly ua- 
derstood the meaning of my letter, at the 


| same time that [ manifeat a desire to conclude 


a treaty for the adjustment of all the differ- 
euces existing between Spain and the U nit- 
ed States, I do not consder myself authorised 
to do so, until I receive che tastructisns from 
my sovercign, of which |} am in daily expec- 
tation. Youask meifthis is the true idea 
whieh I had wished to give you, and add, 
that if it is, although we must both lament the 
delay, itis not perceived that any advantage 


can be derived from entering into the negott- 


the mean time, agreeing upon all the articles | 


Or minor considerations. You cannet but 


ation until | receive my instructions. 

In my note above mentioned, | made 
known to you, with the candour and sincerity 
which characterize me, the causes to which 
! attributed the delay in receiving the to- 
structions consequent on the powers which 
his majesty had given me; and | do not doubt 
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that the President will have found them as 
just, as the reasons | stated to you, demon- 
strating that a partial negotiation, which 
did not embrace all the points of disagree- 
ment between the two nations, cannot ac 
complish the one or the other-—which is to 
get clear of these disagreements, and to take 
care that they are not renewed in futur . The 
treaty in question ought to provide tor the 
just reclam» tions of the subjects and citizens 
of the respeciive parties 5 init the limits be- 
tween the two powers should be fixed agreea- 
bly totheir respective rights, to equality, to 
justice and reciprocal convenience. Finally, 
it ought to comprehend dilferent stipulations 
analago is to the new state of relations of in- 
timacy whic¢h is about to be established be 
tween the two governments for the greater 
encouragement of their reciprocal commerce. 
You know that all these points have sointimate 
a connection with each other, that itis not 
easy to separate them, and on the other hand 
they are of such importance that I consider it 


necessary to wait the arrival of my instruc- | 


tions, before I conclude definitively a treaty 
involving affairs ofsuch magaitude. Never 
theless, as we cannot but feel this delay very 
sensibly, which most probably will be short. 
anxious on my part to lessen it so far as de- 
pended on me, [ have suggested to you that we 
might begin to discuss the points of least im» or- 
tance, t» the end of having the work inastate 
of forwardness when the instructions should 
arrive ; but since you prefer waiting for their 
arrival, | will agree to what you may resolve 
on; persuaded that vou do not take less inter- 
est than L do, in Gxing the relations of ami 
ty between the two countries, on a footing 
the most solid and durable. 
LUIS DE ONIS. 
[B.] 
Translation of a letter from Mr. Onis to the Se- 
cretary of Static, dated Wbruary 22, 1816. 


Sin— The letter with which you honoured | 
me ou the 19ih of last month, in answer to | 


mine of the 30th December and 2d January, 
had two objects. The first to make known 
to me the complaints which this government 
considers iiself as having sgaints Spain, for a 
longtime past. ‘he second tocommunicate 
the resolution of the President on the three 
points embraced in my notes mentioned 
above. 

You state that the President would have 
wished that | should not have confined myself 
to bringing furward the complaints of his ma- 
jesty. but should have likewise proposed a 
reparation for these of the United States 
against Spain. 

The claim for damages and injuries, of 
which you speak, would have been devi 
tively arranged and settled, if (he diptom itic 
relations between the two powers had not 
been interrupted 





| 








since the memmorable | 
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epoch of 1808; and this government cannot 
but know, that this interruptton ought not to 
be impuied to Spain; his majesty having 
made, from that time, the greatest efforts to 
maintain them pure and unaltered. 

I have assured you verbally and in writing, 
that his majesty desired nothing so anxiously, 
as to satisfy the United States for every in- 
jury they may have received from Spain, and 
to proceed to give this satisfaction with that 
generosity and high sense of honour which 
have atall times distinguished the Spanish cha- 
racter, and which have always shone conspi- 
cuously in the conduct of the government of 
the king my master: But all these points, 
as being anterior to the epoch I have men- 
tioned in my notes, and since then pending 
between the two Cabinets, ought to be the 
object of a particular negotiation ; and noth- 
ing is more natural or more conformable to 
justice and good faith, than that, for facilitat- 
ing this very negotiation, the state of things 
hetween the two nations should be reduce: to 
the same footing on which it was at the epoch 
referred to, since, from that time, there has 
neither been any official correspondence be- 
tween the two governments, nor have the 

Tnited States received the least injury from 
Spain ; and, if they have received any, it has 
een contrary to the will of his majesty, and 
without his knowledge. Of this class, with- 
out doubt, is that which you mention in your 
note above cited, that is, that British troops 
ind agents bad been introduced into Florida 


1 ind had communcation with the Indian ene- 


mies of this Repuctlic in islast warwith Great 
Britain. The rigorous neutrality which his 
majesty has observed in the Island of Cuba, 
East Fiorida, and his other possessions, ought 


to convince the President that the governor 


of West Florida (who is, I suppose, the per- 
son to whom you allude) had like orders with 
the other chiefs, toobserve the most strict 
neutrality, and, if he has failed in obeying 
them, he would have been severely chastised, 
had vou have given to me the least intimation 
as to his conduct. 

I will now pass to the second object of 
which your letter treats; that is te say, to 
the resolution which this government has 
taken on the three points stated into my 
letters of the 30th December and 2d Janua- 
ry. 

The first was confined to a request that in 
conformity to the principles I have stated; 
that is, that the affairs between the two na- 
tions should be placed on the same footing 
they were before the interruption of the di- 
nlomatic relations between them, his m jesty 
should be put in possession of that part of Flo- 
rida which the troeps of this Union had occu- 
vied. You were pleased to state, in reply, 
that this government, believing that it hada 
well founded right not only to the part of 
West Florida which their troops had occupi- 
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ed, buf fo a greater extent of territory, com- 
prehended in the limits of the vice-royalty of 
Mexicyu, had judged that with the same pro 
priety that the king, my master, occupied 
those possessions, the United States might 
retain that part of West Florida they held. 
until it was decided by a friendly convention 
to whem it belonged. 

Permit me to observe that there is no pa- 
rity in the cases. The country to which 
you allude, extending to the Rio Bravo, or 
Del Norte, has been under the dominion of 
Spain, not only before and since France ced- 
ed Louisiana to his majesty by the treaty of 
1764, but from the time of the discovery and 





conquest of Mexico, without ever having 
passed by treaty to any other nation; where- 
as the Floridas ceased to be a French or Spa- 
nish possession, and passed into the hands of 
England, under the name of East and West 
Florida. in the year 1763. They remained 
under the power of his Britannic majesty, as 
such, until the year 1783, when, by conquest, 
the Spanish arms, and by solemn treaty, thev 
passed under the dominion of his eatholic 
majesty. From this you will infer that, be 
the interpretation which may be wished to} 
be given to to the treaty of retrocession of | 
Louisiana, made between France and Spain 
in 1800, what it may, the two Floridas can 
never be directly or indirectly included in it; 
first, because these provinces being in the le- 
citimate possession of England from the 

year 1763 tothe year 1783, France could not | 
cede them to Spain by the treaty of 1764— 
nor Spain retrocede them to France, not hav- 
ing received them from her, unless there | 
should have been an article on this point, in 
which express and direct mention was made 
of the cession; and seeondly, because the 
two contracting parties, (Spain and France) | 
have declared, in the most solemn manner, | 
the first, that she did not cede to France any 
part of the Floridas—the second, that she 
had not acquired them by the treaty of St. II- 
defonso, or of retrocession of 1800, norhad had 
the least intention to set up a claim to them. 
You know very well, that, according to all 
the acknowledged principles of justice, no | 
one can he put out of the possession of what | 
he holds, until the right of the person who | 
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majesty, in my letter ofthe 30th December, 
and [ flatter myself, that, reflecting on facts 
so well known, you cannot do less than coR- 
sider them just. 

I pass now to the second point ; this is 
confined to askir g the punishment, atcording 
to law, of those turbulent and seditious 
individuals, who have taken up arms 
within the territory of this confederation, and 
from thence, carry desolation, destruction, 
and horror into the frontier provinces of the 
crown of Spain; and not content with the 
atrocities they have heretofore committed, 
they are now actually engaged in recruiting 
troops, and preparing armaments in the bo- 
som of this country, again to invade these 
provinces. Ihave named the ringleaders of 
these rebels, who have violated the neutrality 
and the most sacred laws of the U. States, 
by the well known fact, of their having arm- 
edin their territory, and marched from thence 
in military and hostile array, to subvert the 
peace and good order of the dominions of the 
king my master. I have named ‘loledo, Ber- 
narde, Gutierrez, Doctor Robinson, and 
others, who perpetrated the horrible deeds at 
St. Antonio de Bexas; who recruited their 
troops in Louisiana, and even in the limits of 
New-Orleans, and proceeded from thence. as 
an army, to assault the province of New- 
Mexico; who committed these outrages 
never heard of even among savage tnbes; 
and who, alter being defeated, again took re- 
fuge in the territory of this Union—where 
they are now endeavouring -to raise new 
forces to repeat the same excesses. ‘Toledo, 
Bernardo, Gutierrez, Doctor Robinson, and 
their followers to this time. move about with 
impunity in Louisiana. and even in the city 
of New-Orleans itself. The infraction of the 
laws of the United States, and the violation 


lofthe dignity and honor of the American 


people, of which they are guilty, is public 
and notorious, not only in this country, but 
in the whole world. I stated to you in addi- 
tion, on this point, that the ringleaders I had 
named to you were expecting considerable 
reinforcements from Kentucky and ‘Tennes- 
see, to undertake a hostile expedstion against 
the neighboring possessions of my sovereign ; 
and that I had advised that these reinforce- 


claims it shall be proved and recognised; and | ments, composed of American citizens, were 
that, by a natural consequence of this princi- | raised for the purpose of uniting with them. 


ple, Spain having been in possession of West | 
Florida when the United States laid claim to | 
it, it is proper she should keep it until this 
republic shows a better right—which ought 
to be done in a friendly negotiation between 
the two powers ; and that it would be anti- 
cipating the negotiation to begin by taking 
possession of the territory, the right to which | 
so far as it respects the United States, ought 





to be the object of the negociation itself.— 
These are the grounds which support the first | 
demand I made on you, in the name of his 


| seastons of his Catholic Majesty, 


You were pleased to state to me, in reply 
on this point, that the President had cetermi- 
ned not to take any part in the disputes which 
had arisen between his Catholic Majesty and 
the revolted provinces on this continent: 
and that, in conformity to this sysiem, the 
governors of different states, as well as the 
President himself. had issued repeated = pro- 
clamations, directing that all those who set 
on foot, or promoted the reerniting of 
with the desien of inv ading the 


rose 


adven 
‘es 
1a h 


turers, 





OS ae eee 





To ley ~~ 


2 neg 


ee gene Lt om,» 


2 ain COMES MS ayn Se eee ee 


ee 


a Some 


- Fin aed. ee > 


3 * ~~ 
oo = oe eee OE RE IR RE em eT RS ee ee Sie oma ae 4 
—_— 4 , 


OE Pee a 


~~ 


i a ee ee 


ete ae 





prosecuted according to law; that the infor- | 


mation received at your department, from 
very respectable persons, is, that the force 
collected by Toledo, is very inconsiderable 
and composed principally of Frenchmen and 
Spaniards, without the territory of .be U. 
States, where their laws do not reach; that 
my statements on this point are not cireum- 
stantial, and that as soonas I! pointed out A- 
Merican citizens, who >romoted the expedi- 
tions, collected the troops or facilitated the 
supplies td which I referred, and if these col- 
lections of troops, &c. were in the territory 
of this union, they should be immediately dis- 
persed and the persons implicated should be 
prosecuied according to law. 

T'o satisfy you on this point, with that sim. 
plicity and candour which belongs to me, | 
will divide into two classes these seditious 
persons of whom I have spoken to you ip my 
notes. I will include in the first class, ‘Tole- 
do, Bernardo, Gutierrez, and !}r. Robinson, 
as violators of the laws of the neutrality of 
the United States, an infraction so notoricus, 
and so evident, that [ should do wrong to «e- 
tain you in referring to the innumerable acts 
which demonstrate it in an_ incontestible 
manuer. It is known to you, to your gov- 
ernment, and tu the whole country, that with 
the troops they individually raised three 
years ago in Louisiana, they marched in mil 
itary array, to invade the internal provinces 
of the vice-royaliy of Mexico; the horrible 
assassinations they committed, particularly 
these by Bernardo Gutierrez at St. Antonio 
de Bexar, are known. And finaily, it is 
known, that being defeated by the troops of 
the king my master, they took refuge again 
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tute the respectable name of this government 
by asserting,in one of his said letters, that 
‘he United States only waited the arrival of 
the minister of the revolutionists of Mexico, 
to acknowledge ifs independence. The 
other ring leaders have done the same thing 
to deceive adventurers, both in and out of 
Mexico, and even citizens of the U. States, 
seducing them by false assurances, that their 
government was decided to suport to them, 
and that it would proceed immediately to re- 





cognize, as an independent power, that hand 
of highway robbers and insurgents. From 
the extract of aletter from a person of the 
'_geeatesi veracity and the best character, now 
forwarded to vou, marked No. 4, you wiil ob- 
serve, that Toledo had deferred his expedi- 
tion against the provinces of the king my 
master, as I stated to you in my note of the 
2d January, as the thousand men he expecied 
from Kentucky. and the three hundred from 
Tennessee, could net forma junction with 
him in less than twenty four divs; and in 
Nos. 5 and 6, you will see this iuformation 
confirmed under a posterior date, advising 
me, that a number of Americans came down 
from the states adjacent to Louisiana, to join 
the expedition which Toledo had concerted ; 
and that he (‘Toled) sould carry with him 
the engineer Laford, Savary, and one Soube- 
nef. 
| Youwill also learn, that provisions and a 
| Carthagenian flag were sent tothe Amencan 
brig. the Tom Bowline, from New-York, at 
_the moment ofher arrival at the Balize, bya 
-gun-hoat ef the United States, with the ob- 
ject, it would seem, of convoyirg with her 
the vessels which should sail from New-Or- 


} 
i 
} 


jn thiscountry, and that the government of | leans with munitions of war for the establish- 


. . . } 
Louisiana permitted them to remain undis- 


turbed in the very territory whose neutrality 
they had violated. 
my opinion, a sufficient reason, why the law 
should take hoid of them, before they leave 
the jurisdiction ofthe United States, to renew 
melancholy scenes. But I will give to you 
even new proofs, that these highway robbers, 
have not ceased from that time, to concert 
and realize new projects against the tranguil- 
ity of the inhahitants of ihe dominions of the 
king my master. 

The annexed copies, marked No. 1, 2, and 
3, of intercepted letters from ‘Toledo, which 
have been officially sent to me. prove beyond 
doabt, that Toledo had armed in New Or- 
leans three vessels in which he earried arms 
and munitions of war, to give support to the 
insurrection in Mexico; and thot he return- 
ed to that city, bringing back «ith him, Her- 
rara, who calls himself minister plenipotentia- 
ry, fromthe revolted provinces, to this gov 
ernment. You will see, with surprise, that 
Toledo, not conten’ with thus openly violat- 
ing the most secred .ows of neutrality of this 
confederation, bad the impudence to prosti- 


This single fact, is, in) 


ment at the new port of ‘Tampica; that they 
had purchased in New Orleans itself five 
o‘her schooners, which they are actually arm- 
_ing tO ernise against the Spanish commerce ; 
and that it appears that Mr. John K. West, 
merchant of that place, is the agent for these 
vessels; and, finally, thatin that city there 
has been arevolutionary junta, at the head 
of which is Toledo and Herrera, from which 
has issued the wicked decree mentioned in 
these letfers—that four honourahle Spaniards 
should be put to death for every revolution. 
ist punished by the established laws of the 
monarchy ofthe king my master. 

As respects doctor Robinson, it is notorious 
that he has been one of the most infuriate e ne- 
mies of Spain, and the one who has. with the 
g-eatest eagerness promoted the rebeilion of the 
provinces of bis majesty It was he who intro- 
duced himself into the internal provinces to se- 
duce their inhabitants— it was he who sowed the 
seeds of insurrection—it was he who procured 
intelligence in Saint Antonio de Bexar, for Ber- 
nardo Gutierrez, that he might possess himself 
of the place. and afterwards murder fourteen 


} 
| 
| 
| 


Spanish ebiets—-and it was he who published in 
these United States proclamations, signed with 
his band, inviting adventurers from all parts te 








THE COUNTRY 


‘orm an army, pointing out the places of enlist- 
ing men, and the pay of those enlisted: and, in 
one word declaring war himself, in a certaiv 
mode, against the Spanish nation, from the ver: 
besom of this republic, as you will find more in 
detail in the anthenticated copy, (No. 7.) which 
accompanies this, the original of which is in my 
possession. 

I include in the second class those individuals 
who, seduced by the imposture of the principal 
authors, of these hostile expeditions, have assist- 
ec. from the bosom of this republic, the revoin | 
tionists of Mexico, some by furnishing them arms 
and munitions of war, others by enlisting them. 
selves, ip this country, in the army of the insur- 
genis, which passed over to subvert all order in 
the provinces of the king my maste:. In this 
number are those other persons. whom [ bave 
mentioned to you in this an’ my former notes. 
The information which I gave you respecting 
soine persons who were preparing hostile expedi- 
tions from Georgia, against the possessions of the 
king my master, you will find established, official- 
ly. by the governor of East Florida, in his letter, 
(No. 8.) which accompanies this; in which be 
advises me that John M-Intosh and William 
Criach, who supported the last insurreetion in 
that pr vinee, in ‘be year 1612, are now re cruit- 
ing in Georgia, a considerable number of vaga- 
bonds, again to invade the territory under his 
command, 

I flatter myself that this series of acts, so cir- 
cutustancial, the information of which bas been 
acqutred through channels so respectable, will be 
sufficient to eall the attention of the President to | 
the necessity of cutting up by the roots these me- 
lancholy abuses, and to sbut the door against 
the continual violent movements of these turbu- 
lent people. who, from the bosom of this repub- 
Lic, make war on afriendly aud neighboring pow- | 
er. It has never been the intention of the king, 
my master, to request that the punishment of the 
laws should be inflicted on these disturbers of 
social order, when their guilt is not fully proven. 
On the contrary, [ have informed you that the | 
object of his majesty is net to take vengeance | 
on these highway robbers, but to shelter bis sub | 
jects from their barbarity. His majesty has only 
thought proper to solicit from the rectitude and 
cireumspection of this government, what might 
prevent the crimes which are meditated from | 
taking effect, as otherwise it might be too late | 
to prevent them, as the offenders will b» beyond 
the territory of a friend, and at a distance from | 
the arm of the law. Good order requires not on- 
ty the offences already committed should be pun- 
ished, but that those which are contem- 
plated should be prevented; and this is 
the case of the individuals I have comprehended | 
in the second class. The personal knowledge C | 
have of the rectitude of the President inspires | 
me with a confidence that he will view the acts | 

| 





A 


— 


Ihave just stated, as € do; and, proceeding in 
this particular case, with that integrity and bo- | 
inanity whieh is the most glorious distinction of 
the American character, he will be pleased to | 
adopt those measures which he may believe most 
analogous to the system which, you tell me. 
this government has adopted. not to mix in these 
dissentions and wot to permit the citizens of this 
republic to take part in them, nor to permit its 
territory to be a shelter to foreigners who try to 
make war op a friendly power. 

To the third point in my notes, intended to 
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solicit from your government, that vessels from 
the insurgent or revolted provinces of Spanish 
America skould not be admitted into the ports 
if the republic, as well beeause none of these 
provinces are recognized by any power ip the 
world, as because the obligations of friendship 
and good neighborhood demand that we should . 
not in any way contribute to protect provinces or 
subjects who bave revolted, you have been pleas- 
ed to make known to me, that the President. ob- 
serving the change of government which had ta- 
ken place among the revolutionists in Spanish 
America, had adopted the measure of ordering 
the collectors of the customs to admit every de- 
scription of vessel. without regard to her charac- 
ter or flag, provided she paid the duties, and ob- 
served the laws of the country during the time 
she was in port. 

With due respect for the measures adopted by 
the chief of this confederation, I caanot do less 
than state to you. that the changes of govern- 
ment which have taken place among the revolu- 
tionists of Spanish America do not appear to 
ine to afford a sufficient motive for altering the 
iriendly conduct towards a power, with whom 
one is in peace and harmony. You cannot but 
know, that this measure places these factionists 
not only ona footing of equality with the Spanish 
nition, bnt gives them advantages over ail inde- 
pendent powers, since, according to the laws of 
neutrality. the United States would not permit 
any independent nation to arm its vessels in their 
ports, nor to sell prizes in them as is permitted 
to these revolutionists. 

By the two acts of Congress, one of the 28th 
of February, 1806, and the other of the 24th of 
the same month in 1807, all commerce with the 
rebels of St. Domingo was prohibited at the re- 
quest of France As the treaties subsisting be- 


_ tween Spain and the United-States place Spain on 


the footing of the mest favoured nations, his ma- 


je-ty cousiders himself entitled to expect that this 


republie will now adopt tn his favor a like mea- 


sure during the disturbances in Spanish America, 
or for such otber period as it may be considered 


proper to designate Such is the spirit in which 


| IT have made the three requests to your govern- 


ment, stated in my former notes. I bope that 
the present observations will merita favorable re- 
ception from the rectitude and wisdem of the 


President and yourself. Thave given an account 


to my government of ail these particulars, send- 
ing it a copy of my notes, and of the answer! 
had the honor to receive from you. And, in the 
mean time, I ought to reiterate to you the most 
positive assurances of the disposition of the king, 
my master, to maintain and to strengthen the 
ties of friendship and good understanding with 


| these States. 


At the conelusion of your note, which I am 
now answering, yeu are pleased to make koown 
to me that this government is arxious to termi- 
note, by means of a friendly negotiation with the 
king, my master, all pending differences, and that 
it will be very satisfactory to the President te 
know that 1 am vested with powers to that effect. 
Ihave not lostany time in communicating to my 
sovereign this desire of the President, and I will 
have the satisfaction of apnouneiog to vou what 


_ his majesty may determine on this point: pever- 


theless, I ought to state to you, {although it 
would be highly flattering with me to treat with 
you, as your penetration and rectitude would fa- 
cilitate the arrangement ef these affairs,) yet i 
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appears to me, that. as Mr. Erving hasnot yet 
sailed from the United States, that the business 
would be expedited if the President would give 
bim power and instructions to terminate the ne- 
gotations at Madrid. This arrangement cannot 
present great difficulties ; the respective rights 
dfeach power being once settled by common 
agreement, a friendly understanding being had 
on each point in discussion, and it being deter- 
mined what are the reciprocal obligations of 
Spain and the United States, they would be still 
further obviated if you would have the goodness 
to inform me. frankty and plainly, as I requested 
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This is not the difficulty. Boys that are des- 
tined for a collegiate education, or to be placed 
in a store, or to learn a mechatic trade, will 
leave the ordinary schools as early as fifteen years 
of age. How are they to gain this indispensable 
knowledge? In the college, indeed, there seems 
to be a mode provided, by the introduction of 
** professors of tactics.’’ Wut the others will be 
completely out of the way of it unless the mili- 
tary teacher shall follow them to the store, and 
the shop. and behind the counter, or on the 


' bench, gives them lessons from the military 


horn-book. If there should be wanted five hun- 


in a former letter, «hat are the pretensions of | dred teachers in one small state, the expense for 


right. which the United States have against | the whole will be no trifling affair. 


Spain, and what are those for their own conveni- 


ence, which they desire torealize for an equiva- | hundred thousand dollars. 
ent which may be advantageous toa the two na- | 


tions, to the end that, with the knowledge I have 
acquired of the mutual interests of both. I may 
recommend to the attention of his majesty these 
particular points. 

renew to you my respects, and pray God to 
preserve your life many years. 

LUIS DE ONIS. 
Philadelphia, 22d Febrnary, 1816. 


To be Continued. 
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The avowed cbject of this report is—** to devise 
@ sysiem of military instruction, which shall be 
engrafted on, and form a part of, the ordinary 
education of our youth.’’ Although bo plan is 
pointed out by the committee, yet, ffom some 
general observations, we may in some measure 
discern their object. Among othe: things, they 
Say, that * the contemplated military instruction 
shvuld not be given in distinct schools, established 


of education in eve 
States.’ Again 


nastic and elementary part of educationin every 
school in the United States, whilst the more sct- 
entific part of the art of nar shall be communti- 
cated by the professors of tactics to be established 
tr all the higher seminaries.’’ This plan will re- 
quire, at feast, one drill sergeant in every com- 
m:n school throughout the country. If such an 
officer should not happen to combine the quali- 
ties necessary for an instructer in the sciences 
commorly taught in such scho. ls, there must ne- 
cessarily be two masters on hand. In the state 
of Connecticut there are probably from five to 
eight hundred schools—some of them taught by 
men, and some by women. If there be only five 
hundred, that number of military instructers 
must be ernployed in that single state, to teach 
the boys, not to read, and write and cypher, but 
to go through the manual exercise-—te wheel, to 
face to the right and left, to form the platoen, han- 
dle the cartridge take atm, and fire. Who does 
not see how remarkably well this sort of business 
would go on with the multiplication iable, the 
rule of three, and the English grammar. — In- 
stead of * choosing sides to spell,”’ the boys will 
choose sides to fight. in the room of the ferule, 
we shall p:obably see introduced as a mode ot 
punishinent General Dearborn’s whirligig, the 
satchell will give place to the cartouch box, and 
the truant will be taken up and puvished as a de- 
yerter 


a ee 
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| 
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Five hundred 
at two huo'red dollars a year, each, will cost one 
. Calculating by the 
same rule, the amount for all the states will be 
enormous. And it will be no solid answer to say, 
that there are more schools in the New England 
states, in proportion to their population, than in 


many of the other states, because, if the other 


States have not got schools, they must get them— 
for the very essence of the scheme is to instruct 
ali the youth in the United States in military 
science, and whether they can read their alp).abet, 
or not. is of ono importance; a man let him be 
ever so illiterate, can learn to ‘* shoulder arms,”’ 
and ** ground arms,’’ and ‘*‘ march,”’ and * halt.”’ 
We are sensible it is proposed, as these men are 
to be trained for the benefit of the United States, 
that the United States shal! pay for their school- 
ing. That, however, is only a mode of indirect- 
ly drawing it from the people themselves, by 
taxes, imposts, and other impositions, aod ex- 
actions. 


It may be thought that our calculation of the 
olunber of military teachers is extravagant, but 


a little attention to the subject will shew that it 


i 





Jor :hat purpose, but, that it should form a branch | cannot be too large. 


school within the United | 
: * That a corps of the military 
instructors should be formed to aitend to the gym- | 


| 
| 


The report says, that to 
procure equality ‘the contemplated military in- 
struction should not be given in distinct schools. es- 
tablished for that purpose, but that it should form 
a branch of education in every school within the 
United States.’ That is, i all the common 
schools, established for the purpose of teaching 
our children the common branches of learning, 
such as reading, writing, spelling arithmetic, &c. 
military discipline and the manual exercise, are 
to be taught. Now it cannot be conceived that 
one commoa school-master in five hundred, un- 
derstands military science well enough to teach 
it to the satistaction of such great warriors as 
Gen Harrison. The consequence then must be, 
that a man must be employed expressly for the 
purpose—a scientific fugler, to drill the little ur- 
chins at given intervals, and at the same time 
that they are learning A, B, C, to teach them 
how to prime and load also. 


How is this system to be executed in the new 
settlements, where, perhaps, a sufficient number 
of schoolars to form a school cannot be found 
within the compass of half a dozen miles? We 
see pot but the teachers must turn missionaries, 
and itinerate, teaching trom house to house, cal- 
ling the young cubs out of their forests from fel- 
ling the trees, to go through the manual exer- 
cise, one at a time. 


A more serious difficulty however, is one that 
we have already alluded to—belore the boys are 
of a sufficient size and age to commence soldiers, 
they will have left the common schools, and 


gone to their colleges, their stores, their shops, 
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their farms, or on board of vessels. Very few | that a convention, for the purpore of nomi, 
boys of eighteen years of age, are to be found ia nating a Governor and Lieut. Governor 
the.common schools. . Te eee should be held at the capitol in the city of 

We have not yet finished with this subject. Albany,on the 25th day of March instant. 


The convention is to be composed of the De- 
>] 7 ‘ 
- = I pe RES ih ‘balbaing gg mocratic Members of the Sente & Assembly, 


7 together with Delegates from the counties 
wae daniired te 4 i vetetiags be which are now represented in the Assembly 


longed to a Mr. Kipp, and were occupied as by Federal Republicans.— Com. 
a 
follows: the first by Madam Mondutom as a 


Milliner’s shop; the second by Nicholas WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5. 


Staracha as a fruit shop; and the third by We will next see what are the advantages 
John I. A. Botefubr as a book auction store | which the authors of this plan promise them- 
and Mr. Whelpley as a looking-glsss store.— | cujyes the country will derive from its being 
The upper parts of the buildings were o¢cu- | carried into execution. The great and lead- 
pied by several families. ing object avowedly is, to turn the whole body 
About 8 o’clock, yesterday morning a fire of militia so far into disciplined soldiers, that it 
also hroke out in the Printing Office of T.& | Spall never he necessary, under any circum- 
W. Mercein, No 93 Gold-street, thecause Of | ginces to raise a standing army. This, in 
which is not as yet fully ascertained. The | ;+, very conception, is a bold stroke of poli- 
building, being fire proof, received but little cy. ‘To avoid, perhaps once in twenty or 
injury. The principal loss, is sustained by | ¢ypirey years, for we ought not to have wars 
the destruction of a considerable part of the | ofener than that, the necessity of raising an 
stock. We understand that both the build-- army of fifty thousand men, we are invited 
ing and the stock are insured, and in different | 4, keep one of s miliion constantly on hand. 
offices. Standing armies are said to be dangvvous fo 
liberty. But astanding army of ten, or twen- 
Twenty five American seamen, captured | ty, or even fifty thousand men, is not so dan- 
in a Carthagenian privateer, are in close | serous to liberty, as one ofa million, or even 
confinement at St. Jagode Cuba, and no half a million would be.—Now let it be re- 
American in that port permitted to visit or | membered, that a part of this plan is, to place 
converse with them the militia, when thus instructed and disci- 
plined, and thoroughly qualified at all times 
The schooner Sally has arrived at Mar- | to take the place of regular soldiers, at the 
blehead in 135 days from St. Petersiurg-— command of the President of the United States 
She sailed from Russia in company with the | —wheever hemay be. If a daring ambitious 
ship Rubicon, which arrived at Boston more | Chief, can be supposed capable of overthrow- 
tnan three months ago. She has been blown | Ing our constitution, and suby erting our liber- 
off the coast five times, and as nothing had | ties, with an army of any amount that we 
been heard of her since her leavi ing St. Pe-| may suppose would ever exist as a standing 
tersburg, she was considered as lost. army, What security would that constitution 
= and those liberties have, after Congress shall 

Accounts from South America state that | have passed a law, authorizing him to call the 
the Buenos Ayres government was to declare | militiainto the field drilled and disciplined 
war against tbe Portuguese on the 6th of De- | for active service, and subjected to the “ rules 
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cember last. and articles of war?” Let the. man who made 
, j this report answer the question. 
The ship Union, from the East-Indies, and But it is urged that we are of too pacific 


her cargo, which was lost on Nantucket rocks | a temper, too fond of making money, and 
a few days since, belonged to Stephen Philips | not enough imbued with a military spirit.— 
and George Pierce and the captain. It was iA Another important considerstion,” says the 
valued at 120,000 dollars; 45,000 of which | report, “urging the diffusion of a military 
only is insured. spirit among our citizens, is the counterpoise 
= it will afford that wnordinate desire of wealth, 

John Gibson, (a black man,) who was con-| which seems to have pervaded the whole nation, 
victed of poisoning the passengers and crew | Arjnoine with it habits of luxury, manners ond 
of the schr. Maria, capt. Latham, of this port, principles highly unfavourable to our republi- 
was hung at Charleston on the 22d ult. can institutions.” If this argument had been 
ee urged in federal times, it would have carried 

Legislative Caucus.— A letter from Albany | with it a certain degree of plausibility—for 
was received in ‘own yesterday morning.| there was then something like prosperity at- 
stating, that a C-ucus of the Democratic | ending the industry and enterprige of our 
Members of the Senate and Assembly wes| countrymen. Bot, that it should be gray ely 
held op Thursday last ; when it was resolved, | adduced in 1817, after we have passed through 
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the “restrictive system,” the war, and the 
peace, and when a large portion of the con- 
munity, (we except that important part of i: 
whichis so foriunate as toe enjoy the snr- 
shine of governmental patronage) is ember- 
rassed, impy vrished, and cut off from almost 
the common  ursui's of wealth,and even the 
means of providing a competency for them. 
selves. and iheir Pumilies, is truly surprising. 
Mr. Jefferson and Str. Madison, have made 
the people of this country poor enough, with- 
out rendering it nee essary, for the purpose of 
humbling them shi! more, to exetie among 
them a spirif of warand blooished, to cure 
them of a love of Money. 

But we are stimulated to a militarv spirit 
and military renown, by samples of 
ancient rervublics; and much classie lore is 


3 
21tP 


displayed in talking of Saguntum and Car. 
thace, Numantia and Rome—of the victories | 


of Marathon and Ple»,of Cynocephale aod 
Pydna, and of “the practical results of the 
Gymnasia and the Camnnus Martius. 


* 
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Above | 


all things, the captivating example of Sparta | 


is held up for our imitation. © ‘The Spar. 
tans,” says the report, “ were enabled, by the 
force of discipline alone, to keep in subjec- 
tion the Helois, and other ancient inhe 
tants of Laconia.”” The United States, if it 


hy}- 


isaserious object with them as a nation to | 


imitate or emulate the Spartan character, are 
most unfortunately situated. Having no 
other disposition than to be perpetually en- 
gaged in war, the Spartans were alwars fieht- 
ing with their nelshbours—and it made no 
difference with them whether the con‘est 
were just or unjust. We have but few 
neiczhbours. and therefore, when we shall have 
qualified ourselves for a full exhibition of fhe 
Spartan virtues, we shall find but few obijeets 
on which they could be broucht to 
‘he Spartans were patriotic, brave, hardy, 
femperate—and beyond those qualities, they 
had but few desirable characteristics. Asa 
nation they were in many resnects cdetesta- 
ble. A “ Spartan,” says the historian, ‘* was 
only a soldier.” By the use of violent exer- 
cises in common with the men, “the women 
became as strong as the men, brought forth 
vigorous children, but they fost that feuder- 


ers. 


hear.— | 


cavern at the foot of mount ‘l'aygetus.” Io 
order to lessen the number of their slaves, 
‘hey had amode which they called cryptia 
—which consisted in arming the bravest of 
heir young men, and setting them to murder 
heir slaves in cold blood, either in the. aizht, 
ve by taking them by surprise while ai labour 
in the day time—and this was done without 
ihe least compiaini against the slaves, only 
to prevent them from doing mischief. The 
laws of Lycurgus mide Sparta a military re- 
public—and the foregoing are some of the 
fruits of that character. In war they were 
Cralty, treacherous, and cruel. Witness that 
against the Messeniarns, which was marked 
vy almost every thing that is detestable in 
the humen character. Thereis not an amia- 
ble trait of coaracter in the history of the na- 
tion. It may suit the moral standard of Gen. 
Harrison, to wish to make the Lacedemo- 
nians a mode! for hisown countrymen. But, 


| mores the hight of christianity, and the refine- 


nenis of civilized society, 
‘a din abhorrence. If it 
turn our people into mere menof war. and 
train them to work of destroying their 
fellow men, that 1t may be exvedient to +dopt 
‘he aotions of our Warriors, who seemtothink 
tiiatiuereis no virfue in any character or 
pursuit bat tn that of a soldier. and to change 
a nation of neaceful, industrious m-ral. and 
religious people, into butehers and vlunder- 
But tf peace and freedom are worth 
possessing, let the mil'tia keep en eve to the 
men who are steadi!y at work, varying 
their schemes, indeed, from time {> time, buat 
coustantly keeping one object in view. «which 
is TO FASTEN UPON THEM THE 
FETTERS OF THE MOST BASE ANP 
IGNOMINIOUS SLAVERY. 


the Legislature he'd their 


they ought fo be 
is an object to 


‘he 


The members of 


great meeting at Albany. on Friday evening last. 


ness which is perhaps the greatest charm of 


the maternal character. ‘They were 
tomed to view without emoticn their children | 
eruelly lashed at the alters. and applaud the | 
firmness of the sufferers when they bore their | 
torture without uttering a groan, or shedding 

atear. Theft may he saidto have been one of 
their exercises. \t was permitted, provided | 
the thief was sufficientlv dexterous to avoid 

discovery ; but the detection of it was se- | 
verely punished.” “ When a boy was born, | 
the father was tocarrv him to certain of the | 
gravest men of the tribe, 


RCCUS- | 


It appeared in caucus that Judge Yates, was the 
favourite ean tlidate. It was agreed. however, to 
adinit delegates from all the counties in the 
State ; and on the 25th inst. the delegates areto 
assemble for the purpose of nominating a Gor- 
ernor. 


OUR RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 





f Documents continued. | 


| Copy of a letterfrom the Secretary of Slate, te 
the Chev wlicr de Onis, dated 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
June 10, 1816. 
Sir—lI had the honor fo receive your let- 
ter of Feh. 22d, soon after its date, and to 
communicate it to the Presideit. 
Anxious as this government has been to 
terminate all differences with his catholic 


who, if they found | | Majesty, on conditions of reciprocal advan- 


him well furmed and healthy, returned him | tage, and with equal honor to both parties ; 
but if not, 


‘ao his parents : 


threw him in a it would have been very satisfactory to the 
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President, to have found that you had been 
vested with full power to negociate and con- 
clude a treaty for these purposes. 

I have the honor now to state, that Mr. 
Erving, minister plenipotentiary of the Unit- 
ed States to his catholic majesty, has been 
instructed on these important subjects ; and 
that, as the views of this government are just 
and liberal, a strong hope is entertained that 
your government, bringing to the negocia- 
tion a similar disposition, will agree to sueh 
an arrangement as will be mutually advanta- 
geous and satisfactory to both nations. 

Howeveragreeable it mignt be to leave these 
high concerns in this train, without further 
discussion here, it is nevertheless, proper to 
notice some passages in your letter of Feb- 
ruary 22d; notwithstanding the clear light 
in which the subjects to which they relate, 
have been placedin former communications. 
You intimated in your letter of May 30th, a 
desire to receive a particular answer to that 
of February 22d; and it is just that you 
should see, that my silence was imputable to 
the eause ouly, which is above suggested. 

You state that as that portion of Louisina, 
which lies eastward of the Mississippi and 
the Iberville, had been ceded by France to 
Great Britain in 1763, and by Great Britain 
to Spainin 1783; it could not be comprised 
in the cession of Spain lo France in 1800, nor 
of the latter tothe United States in 1803 ; 
and you draw this conclusion from the sup- 
posed import of the term “* retrocession” used 
inthe two latter treaties; which you savy. 
applies to that portion only which Spain had 
received from Frince. 
these treaties, takinginto viewas much there. 
of, as relates to this subiect, is very different. 
As to the term “ retrocession,” it is evident, 
that it was not the intention of the parties, 
that it should have any effect whatever on 
the extent of the territory ceded. The im 
port of this term 1s too vague, and the term 
itself was used ina manner too casual to ad 
mit such an inference, even had there been 
nothing else in the treaty between Spain and 
France of 1800, to shew that the construction 
you contend for, is altogether inconsistent! 
with the manifest intention of all parties.— 
The import of this term would in my opinion, 
be satisfied, if the whole provinee had passed 
in the first instance, from France to Great 
Britain, and been conveyed afterwards by 
G. Britain to Spain, and hy Spain back again 
to France. In regard to France, this last con- 
veyance would have been a “ retrocession,” 
as, by it, the territory would have been ced 
ed back to her. It was very natural there- 
fore, that this term should be used, being ap 
plicable in the must limited sense, in which it 
can be taken, to at least nineteen twentieths 
of the province, and in a qualified sense, to 
the whole. 


Had it been intended to exempt any por- 


My interpretation of 





427 


tion of the province in the possession of 
S,ain, from the operation of the treaty of St. 
Idelphonso, it would have been easy to have 
done it, and in a manner to preclude ail doubt 
of the intention of the parties. It might, for 
example, have been stated, that Spain ceded 
hack to France, such part of the province as 
France had ceded to Spain. A stipulation to 
this effect would have been concise, sim- 
ple, and very perseicuous ; it would have ren- 
dered uselesss and unnecessary the other pro- 
visions of the article, in regard tothe point 
in discussion, and for any purpose whatever, 
the first of these provisions ; or, they might 
have defined the extent of the cession by a 
natural houndary, which would have been 
equally distinct and satisfactory. Had Spain 
ceded to France all that portion of Louisiana, 
which lies westward of the Mississippi, the 
Iberville and the lakes Maurepas and Pont- 
chartrain, no eontroversy could ever have 
arisen between France and Spain, respecting 
the eastern limits, as to what Spain had ced- 
ed in that quarter, and what she had retain- 
ed; nor could there have been one between 
the United States and Spain. By declining 
to define the boundaries of Louisiana, east- 
ward, in some one of these obvious and per- 
spicuous modes, it is just to conclude, that if 
was intentional ; that there was an object in 
it; and what that object was, is sufficiently 
apparent, from 2 fair construction of the pro- 
visions of the article already noticed. 

By the treaty of St. Idephonso, in 1800, 
the province of Louisiana-is ceded to France 
by Spain, “ with the same extent it now has 
in the hands of Spain, and that it had when 
France possessed it; and suchas it shoulé 
he after the treaties subsequently entered into 
between Spain and other states.” Ang by 
the treaty of 1803, between the U. States 
and France, this article of the treaty between 
France and Spain, is inserted verbatim, by 
which the U. States are placed precisely on 
the same ground on which France berself 
stood. 

If we recur to the several provisions, we 
shall find thateach has a distinct object, for 
which if would not have been necessary to 
orovide, especially in that mode, if it had 
heen the intention of the parties, that no por- 
tion of West Florida, in question, should 
have been exempted from the cession. By 
stipulating first, that the province was ceded 

with the same extent it now has in the 
hands of Spain,” direct reference was made 
to that portion of West Florida lving between 
the Missisippi, the Iberville, the lakes, Mau- 
repas and Pontchartrain, and the Perdido.- 
This provision cannot be construed, as al 
luding to any other part of the province, 


and its sole eTect was intended to be fo in 
cludeitt in the cession to Franee. ‘The se 
cond provision is equally explicit, * that i 


had when France possessedit.” It isknown 
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that France had held the province to that 
extent, before the treaties of 1763, by which 
she had ceded it to Spain and Great Britain, 
and by this stipulation it was ceded back to 
her in the same exfent, so far as Spain could 
do it. The third provision has an object 
equally distinct, and is the more important, 
because by giving it its intended effect, the 
construction given to the others is fully con- 
firmed. ‘* Such as it should be after the 
treaties subsequently entered into between 
Spain and otherstates.” By the treaty be- 
tween the United States and Spain, in 1795, 
the boundaries, as established between the 
United States and Great Britain, in 1783, 
and the free navigation of the Mississippi, 
are confirmed, with the addition of the right 
of deposite at New-Orleans. ‘This provision 
applies to this treaty, and likewise to the 
treaty of 1783, between Great Britain and 
Spain, by which West Florida was ceded to 
the latter, whereby she was enabled to restore 
it, in the extent contended for, to France.— 
In regard to its operation on the treaty of 


' 
i 





1795, between the United States and Spain, 
it was a provisicn which the United Siates) 
had aright to expect from the good faith of | 
Spain. | 

This view of the subject, which was, in | 
substance, taken by the ministers of the U. | 
States in 1805, in a negociation with your | 
government, at Aranjuez. appears to me, as | 
it then did, to be conclusive. You urge, | 
however, against it, that the French govern- | 
ment had stated that it was not its intention | 
to cede tothe United States that portion of | 
Louisiana which France had ceded to Great 
Britain by the treaty of 1763. ‘The same 
declaration was made to the ministers of the | 
United States, at Aranjuez, in 1805, for the | 
game nurpose that it is bow repeated. A 
just regard to the rights of the United States. 
founded on the cession which France had | 
made to them, with a thorough knowledge of | 
all the circumstances attending the transac | 
tion. combined with a due respect to the gov- 
ernment of France, dictated the answer.— | 
Your government was informed that the A | 
merican envoys had proposed to the French | 
government, in the negotiation which termi | 
nated in the cession of Louisiana ®y France 
to the United States. in 1803, that its boun- 
daries should be defined by the treaty, to 
which the French government did not ac- 
cede, preferring to insert in it an extract 
from the treaty of St. Hdephonso, vy which 
the province had been ceded by Spain to 
France, with intention to place the U. States 
in regard to Spain,on the same ground, pre 
cisely, that France held herself under the 
treaty of St. Idephonso, unprejudiced by any 
opinion of herown. Nothing had oecurred 
in the negotiation with France to excite a 
doubt that the Perdido waa the eastern 
houndary of Louisiana. It had been the 


| 
} 








ra 
| af. 


boundary of the province when held by 
France, before the treaties of 1763, nd it 
was made so again by the treaty of Si. Hde- 
phouso which restored it to her. Such was 
the construction which the American minis- 
ters gave to that treaty, who were engaged in 
the negotiation with France, and such their 
representat on of it to their government, after 
ihe treaty with Franee was concluded. It 
merits particular attention that whep your 
government wasrequested to cede tothe U. 
States such territory as they were “desirous 
of obtaining, prior to their acquisition of 
Louisiana, it replied to their minister at Ma- 
drid, by a letter of the 3d of May, 1803, * that 
by the retrocession made to France of Lou- 
isiana, that power regained the province with 
the limits it had, saving the rights acquired 
by other powers; and that the United States 
could address themselves to the French gov- 
ernment to negotiate the acquisition of terri- 
tories which might suit their interest.” With 
the subject thus presented hefore the gov ern- 
ment of the United States, the fair construc- 
tion of the article of the treaty of St. Iide- 
phonso, maintained by the American minis- 
ters in their oficial communication accompa- 


was, by the letter of your minister of state, 
the treaty of Paris of 1803 was ratified. It 
could not be expected that the United States 
would appeal, under these circumstances. to 
France for information, as to the extcnt of 
the acquisition which they had made, or he 
governed hy any opinion which her govern- 
ment might express in that stage respecting 


With respect to the western boundary of 
Louisiana, I have to remark, that this go- 
vernment bas never doubted, since the treaty 


of 1803. that it extended tothe Rio Bravo. 


Satisfied | am, if the claims of the two na- 
tions were submitted to an impartial tribunal 
who, observing the principles applicable to 
the case, and tracing facts, as to discovery 


and settlement, on either side, that such, 


would be its decision. ‘The ciscovery of the 
Mississippi, as low down as the Arkansas, in 
1673, and toifs mouth in 1680, and the es- 
tablishment of settlements on that river, and 
on the bay of St. Bernard, on the western 
side of the Colorado, in 1685, under the an- 
thority of France, when the nearest settle- 
ment of Spain was in the province of Panuco, 
are facts which place the claim of the Unit- 
ed States on ground not to be shaken. It is 
Known that nothing occurred afterwards on 
the part of France to weaken this claim.— 

he difference which afterwards took place 
hetween France and Spain, respecting Spa- 
nish encroachments there, and the war which 
ensiied, to which they contributed, tend to 
confirm 1. 

lL have thought it proper to make these re- 
marks in reply to your letter of February 





22d, respecting the eastern and western boun- 
dary of Louisiana. The subject having 
been fully treated in several notes to your 
government in 1805, and particularly in those 
of Mareh 8th, and April 20th. of that year, i 
beg to refer you to them for a further view of 
the sentiments of this government on the sub- 
ject. ° 

in adverting to the parts of your letter 
which relate to the revolted provinces of 
Spanish America. and the aid, which you 
atate, the revolutionary party have derived 
from the United Statés; | cannot avoid ex- 
pressing equally my surprize and regret. I 
stated in my ietter fo you of January 19th, 
thai no aid had ever been afforded them, e)- 
ther in men, money or supplies of any Kind 
by the government, not presuming that the 
gratuitcus supply of provisions to the unfortu- 
nate people of Carracas, in consequence of 
the calamity with whieh they were visited, 
would be viewed in that light, and that aid to | 
them irom our citizens, inconsistent with the 
laws of the United States, and with the law 
ef nations, had been prohibited, and that the 


attention. You stated io your letter of Janu- 
ary 2d, ‘hat forces were collecting in differ- 
ent parts of our western and southern coua- 
try, particulerly in Kentucky, Tennessee and | 
L:uisiana, for the purpose of invading the 
Spanish provinces. I stated to you in reply, 
that I knew of no such collection of troops 
in any quarter, and that from information 
derived from the highest authorities, ] was 


satisfied that none such had been made l riod were, openly raised, armed or eblisted at 
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United States, in these circumstances, would 
promote it. 
] have the bonour to. be, &c. 
JAMES MONROE. 


——_ 


Com bY of a letter from Mr. Dick, attorney of the 
United States for the District of Louisiana, te 

Mr. Monroe, enclosed to Mr. Onis, in the Se- 

cretary of State's letter of June 10, 1816. 


New-Orleans, March 1, 1816. 


Sin—I have just had an opportunity of peru- 
Sing the letters of the Chevalier de Onis, envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of his 
Catholic Majesty, addressed to you under date 
of the 30th December and the 2d January. As 
these Jetters dwell largely u transactions af- 
fecting the neutrality of the United States, which 
are said to have occurred and to be still occurring 
here—and as they charge the public authorities 
of this city witb giving, in the face«of the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation of the first of September 
last, protection and support t. the enemies otf his 
| Catholie Majesty, | think it not improper to ad- 
dress you in relation to these charges. 

It is affirmed by the Chevalier de Onis, “* and 
it is,’’ says he ** universally public and notorious, 


| that a factions band of insurgents, and incendia- 


| 


prohibition had been enlerced with care and | es 


continue with impunity, in the province of 
Louisiana, and especially in New-Orleans, and 


| Natchitoches, the uninterrupted system of raising 


} 
| 


and arming troops to light the flame of revolu- 
| tion in the kingdom of New Spain. All! Louisi- 


| ana,”’ he continues, ** has witnessed these arma- 


requested youto state at what points these | 


troops were collected, and who were the 
commanders ? 
extracts of letters from persons whose names 
are withheld, which establish none of the 
factsalleged as to the raising of troops in 
the United States, but recite only vague ru- 
mours to that effect. 
transmii to you a copy ofa letter on this sub- 
ject, from Mr. Dick, the attorney of the U. 
States for the district of Louisiana, by which 
you will see how attentive the public authori- 
ties there have been to the execution of the 
laws of the United States, and to the or- 
ders of the government, and how little they 
have deserved the charges made against 
them. 

As I cannot doubt that you have taken er- 
roneous impressions from the misrepresenta- 
tion of partial or misinformed individuals, 
and that you have communicated the same 
to your government, | rely on your candour 
to adopt such measures as may appear best 
calculated to place the whole subject before 
itina true light. It is important that the 
effrt which the President is now making to 
adjust our diferences with Spain, should have 
the desired result ; and i( ta presamable tha 
a correct knowledge of the conduct of the 


You have sent me, in reply, | 


[ have the honour to | principle of national law that prohibit this spe- 


cies of commerce : 


other point within the state of Louisiana. 


' 


' 


ments—the transportation of arms—rejunction 
of the insurgents—and the hostile and warlike 
march from the territory of this republic against 
the possessions of a friendly and neighbouring 
power.”’ 

No troops at present are; or at apy former pe- 


Natchitoches, or at New-Ovrleans, 


or at any 


Arms 
have been transported from this place by sea. and 
otherw se, as objects of merchandize, and proba- 
bly bave been disposed of to some of the revolu- 

tionary governments of New Spain. It has not 
been supposed here that there was any law of the 


United States, any provision by treaty, or any 


it was considered that the 


_purebasing by way of merchandize, of articles 
| termed contraband, was free alike to both beili- 





gerents; and that if our citizens engaged in it 
they would be abandoned to the penalties which 
the laws of war authorize, 

What is said, too, about the junetion of the 
insurgents, and their hostile and warlike march 
from the territory of the United States against 
the possessions of Spain, is unfounded. In the 
summer of the year 1812, a band of adventurers, 
without organization, and apparentiy without 
anv definite object, made an incursion into the 
province of Texas as far as San Agtonio, by the 
way of Nacogdoches. No doubt many of the per- 
sons belonging to this party passed by the way of 
Natchitoches—but se parately, in ao kiad of mili- 
tary array, and under such circumstances as to 
preclude the interference of the civil or military 
authorities of the United States, or of the state 


| of Louisiana. 


t 


| 
| 


What could be effected in this respect was 
done ; twice in the years of 1811-12, parties of 
advenwrers who bad assembled between the Riv 
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Hunda, and the Sabine, (ihe veutral territory) 
were dispersed by the garrison of Natchitoches, 
their huts demolished, and their whole establish- 
ment broken up. 

The party that marehed upon San Antonia as- 
seinbled to the west of the Sabine, beyond the 
opera ion of our laws, and from thence carried 
on their operations. So far from troops, upon 
this occasion, assembling at differeut points, form- 
ing a junetion within the territories of the United 
States, and marching thence, Lam assured, by va 
rious and most respectable authorities, that. al- 
though it was generally understood at Natchito- 
ches that some enterprize was on foot, it was ex- 
traoidinary to see two of the persons. supposed 


be engaged in it together-—The officer com- | 


manding at that time the United States troops at 
Natchitoches, (major Wolstoncraft,, offered bis 
services to the civil anthority in aid of the laws. 
and to pre-erve inviolate the neutrality whieh 
they enforce. 

In consequence. several individuals found with 
arms wer arre-ted; they alleged that they 
were hunters, and there being no evidence to the 
contrary, or rather no proof of their being engag- 
ed in any illegal undertaking, they were of course 
discharged. So well satisfied indeed were the 
Spanish authorities of the adjoining province, 
that neither our government, or its agents, gave 
succours or countenasee to this expedition, that. 
during the time they knew it to be organized, 
or organizing, they applied to the garrison at 
Natchitoches for an escort to bring in some spe- 
cie, which was immediately granted. 

Toledo, who, at the time of its defeat, com- 
manded the party that penetrated to San Anto 
nio, came to this city in the autumn of 1814. 
when he was immediately arrested, and recog- 
nized to answer, at the succeeding term of the 
federal court, to a charge of setting on foot. with 
in the territory of the United States, 4 military 
expedition or enterprize, to be carried on from 
thence against the territories or dominions of the 
king of Spain: 
testimeny whatever appearing against him, bis 
reeognisance was delivered up. 





a 


_ 





—_——- 
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After the discomfiture of the party ander To- | 


Jedo, no enterprize, destined to aid the revolu- 
tionists of New Spain, appears to have been set 
on foot from the vicinity of the United States, 


' 


| paring of enterprizes, 










assembled about 2 leagues to the west of the 
Sabine. Thence they embarked for some place 
on the coast ef Mexico; were wrecked, dispers- 
ed, and their plaus whatevér they were totally 
de eated. 

I have, in the foregoing detail, sir, given, part- 
ly from information entitled to perfect confidence, 
aud partly from my own knowledge, a brief and 
hurried outline of two fruitless attempts of a 
handful of restless and uvinflueotial individuals, 
stimulated by the desire of aiding the cause of 
Mexican ind: pendence, or that of bettering their 
ownfortupes These are the only military en- 
terprises against the dominions of the Spanish 
crown that have drawn any portion of their aid 
or support from Louisiana. fu both the mass of 
adventurers was composed of Spaniards, French- 
men and Italians. I need not say that these en- 
terprises, whether in aid of the revo'utionists, 0 
merely p edatory. were not only teeble and in- 
significant. bot that they were formed under cir- 
cumstances which forbid asurmise of their being 
Sanctioned or counivei at. tvery man aeqraut- 
ed with the state of public feeling throughout the 
Southern and Western sections of the Un ted 
States, Enows, that had our goverament but ma- 
nifested the slightest disposition to sanction en- 
terprises in aid of the revolutionists of New 
Spain, tbe condition of these Provinces would 
not at this day be doubtful. 

It is said that troops have been recently enlist- 
ed, and that expeditions have heen preparing, or 
are prepared, in this city, to invade the domin- 
ions of Spain. The enlisting of men, and the pre- 
or the means for enter- 
prizes, of the kind spoken of, cannot be acecom- 
plished without means, or be carried on in the 
midst of a populous eity, in solitude and silenee. 
Yet it is known, in the first place, that neither 
Mr. Toledo or Mr. Herrera had or have pecuniary 
means tor such purposes; and, in the second. so 
far as negative proof can go, orso far as the ab- 
sence of one thing implies another, it is most cer- 


six months having passed, and no } tain that no enlistments have taken place, and 


that no expeditions or the means of expeditions, 
have been prepared, or are preparing here. 

A regard to truth makes it necessary to say, 
that what is alleged respecting the ermiug and 
fitting out of vessels within the waters of Louisia- 


ina, to be employed in the service of the revolu- 


until late in the summer of last year, when it | 


was rumoured that a party, under a person of the 
name of Perry, was forming for that purpose, 
somewhere on the western coast of Louisiana 
Upon the first intimation that this enterprize was 
meditated, steps were taken here to frustrate it. 
Nothing occurred to justify prosecutions or ar- 
rests; alarge quantity of arms however, suppo- 
sed to be intended for this_party, were seized on 
the river, aod detained at the custom house for 
several months; and commodore Patterson, com- 
manding naval officer on this station, instructed 
the officers under his command, cruising in the 
neighborhood of the suspecied place of rendez. 
vous, (Belle isle, at the mouth of Bayou Peele.) 
to asce: tain the truth of the rumors in circulation, 
and. if verified to use the force under their re- 
spective commands in dispersing the persons as- 
sembled, and in frustrating their illegal intentions. 
In obedience to these orders, the coast, as far as 
the Sabiuve, was examined and no persons dis- 
covered, It is aow ascertained that Perry, Hum 
bert, and their followers, iwconsiderable in num- 


ber, passed, separately through Atakapas, aad | 








tionary governments, against the s ibjects or pro- 
perty of the king of pain, is uniounded. At no 
period since the commencement of the struggle 
between the Spanish colonies and the mother 
‘counter, have vessels, to be employed im the ser- 
vice ef the colonies, been permitted to fit out and 
/arm. orto augment their force at New-Orleans, 
er elsewhere, within the state of Lonisiuna 

On the contrary it is notorious, that to vo one 
point of duty hive the civil and mi itary \uthori- 
ties of the United States directed more streauous- 
iy, or, itis believed, more successiully, their at- 
tention, than to the discovering and arte all 
of all attempts to violate the laws in these res- 
pecis. Attempts to vio.ate them, by fitting out 
and arining, and by augmenting the force of ves- 
sels, bave no doubt been trequeat, but certarnly 
mo iastince successful except where conduct- 
ed under circum-tanees of concealmen, that e- 
iuded ( nsAcOyV ery, and almost suspic mo: > or where 
carried ov at some remote point of the coast be- 
yond the reach of detection or discovery In 
every instance where it was known thot Urese tt 
lega) acts were atlewpting, or where it was after- 
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wards discovered that they had been committed, 
the persons engaged, as far as they were known, 
have been prosecuted, while the vessels fitted out. 
or attempted to be fitted out, have been seized 
and libelled, under the act of the 5th of June, 
1794 ; and when captures have been mae. by 
vessels thus fitted out and armed, in which their 
force was augmented or increased within our wa- 
ters, where the property taken was brought with- 
in our jurisdiction, or even found upon the high 
seas by our cruisers, and brought in, it has been 
restored to the original Spanish owners, and, in 
some instances, damages awarded against the 
captors. | 

Avo enumeration of the eases iv which individ- 
uals bave been prosecuted for infringing, or at- 
tempting to infringe our neutrality, in aid of the 
governments of New Spain, and in which vessels 
have been seized and libelled, 
the 5th of June. 1794. together witha list of the 
vessels and property restored to the original 
Spanish owners (confining the whole of the opera- 
tions of the year, commencing March, 1815, and 
ending February. 1816.) will show more exclusive- 
ly, perhaps, than any thing else can, how totally 
withont foundation are the complaints of Spain 
on this head. 

The names of individuals presented in the dis- 
trict court of the United States, for the Louisiana 
district, during the year 1615, for violating, or at- 
tempting to violate, the neutrality of the Unite] | 
States, in aid of the governments of the united 
provinces of New Grenada, and of the united pro- 
vinces of Mexico. 

Jose Alvarez de Toledo, 

Julius Caesar Amazoni. 

Vincent Gamhbie. 

John Robinson. 

Romain Very. 

Peirre Scemeson. 


Bernard Bourdin. 


und«r the act of 


} 








List of the vessels libelled for illegal outfits in | 
aid of the same governments, during the same pe- | 


riod 
Brig Flora Americana, restored. 
Schooner Presidente, condemned. 
Petit Milan, do. 
General Bolivar, discontinued. 
Eugenia. alias Indiana, condemned. 
Two Brothers, restored 


Enumeration of vessels and property brought 
withio the Louisiana district, captured under the 
flags, and by the authority of the governments of 


' 
| 
' 


af 


cated a fetter 


| York, expressing 
the civilities shewn to the delegates who pre- 


431 

foregoing cases, 58,272 97 

The cargo of the schooner Petit 

Milan, rest red Feb. 1816, 2,444 3 

8. The cargo of the schooner Presi- ae 

dente, Ist February, 1816, 10,931 15 
9. Schooner Sankita ad cargo, restor- 

ed Ist February, 1816, 37.962 94 


The preceding account of Spanish property 
restored to the original proprietors, after being 
in possession of the enemics of Spain, is defective, 
inasmuch as it does not comprehend the whole of 
the cases of restoration that bave taken place 
within the period to which the detail is confined ; 
the very hasty manner in whieh I have made this 
enumeration, did not admit of a more accurate 
statement. The principal cases, bowever, are 
included in it. Inseveral other cases, where the 
property was elaimed for the original Spanish» 
owners, the claims were dismissed, because it did 
not appear that any violatiou of our neutrality 
had taken place. 

The capturing vessels were not armed, nor was 
their force augmented, within our jurisdiction ; 
nor had the captures been made within a marine 
league of our shore. The principles that guided 
the decisions of the court, as well in restoring the 
property captured, where our veutral means had: 
been used, as in declining all interference, where 
that was not the ease, manilest, I think, a dispo- 
sition to. and am exercise of, the most rigid neu- 
trality between the parties. 

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of the 
highest con-ideration and respect, sir, your most 
obedient servant. 

JOHN DICK, 
[ To be continued. j 





Ata Court of Common Council legally con- 
vened and holden within and for the city 
of Hartford at the State House in s:id city, 
on the 25th day of February, A. D. 1817. 
His Honour the Mayor, having communi- 

addressed to him, by his excel- 

the Governor of the State of New- 
his acknowledgments of 


lency 


sented to Commodore Me Donough, the Sworé 


| 
| 


i 


New Grenada and of Mexico, libelled ou the part | 
of the original Spanish owners, and restored upon 


the ground that the capturing vessels bad been 


fitted out and armed, or had their forces augment- | 


ed within the waters of the United States. 


1. Schooner Cometa, restored April, 
1815 

Schooner Dorada, proceeds restored 
16th May, 1815, 

3. Schooner Amiable Maria, do. do. 3,8 
. Schooner Experimente, restored 3d 
August. 

The Polacre brig de Regla and car- 
go, proceeds restored 18th Decem- 
ber, 1815, 

Schooner Alesta and cargo, being 
the proceeds of the capture of a- 
bout 18 small vessels, restored 11th 
Dec. 1815, 

Damages awarded to the original 
owners against the captors io the two 


2. 
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19,209 50 


62,150 05 
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$3,050 00 | 





voted by the legislature of that State : Order- 
ed, That the letter of his Excellency be re- 


corded and published in the several news-pa- 


pers in this city. 

Siate of New-York. 

Executive Department, 
Albany, 17th February, 1817. 

The delegates who presented to Commo- 
dore Maecdonough the sword voted to him by 
the Legislature of this State, have reported 
io me, with sensibility, the very marked hos- 
pitality and respect they received from the 
officers and inhabitants of the city over which 
you preside. For the civilities and regard 
shewn to those gentlemen, who, in my behall, 
presented the sword, I return to you, Sir, and 
to the officers and citizens of Hartford my 
sincere acknowledgements. 

The generous and splendid 
which the cer Moony 
Council, the Military 
Hartford, was 


manner by 
was honoured by the 
and the inhabitanta o!° 
not only high!y complimenta: 
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and services the memorial was awa 
evinced a respect for the State of N ew Fork | 
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to the hero for whose distinguished .¢ 





but | 


which demands the warmest gratitude of i its | 
citizens. In their behalf, Sir, 1 communicate | 
to you, and through you to your fellow-offi- | 
cers and citizens. the grateful sense we enter- 
tain of the liberal, patriotic and dignified 
conduct displayed by them on this occasion. 

Receive, Sir, am assurance of my respect- 


ful regard. 
DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 


The Hon. Jno. Brace. 
A true copy of record, 
Attest. WM. WHITMAN, Clk. 





CnHarueston, Feb. 24, 1817. 


Latest from England.—By the cartel brig 
Samoset, Capt. Stevens, arrived at this port 
‘yesterday, in 47 days from London, the Edi 
tors of the City Gazette have received Lon- 
alon papers to the Ist of January, and verbal 
accounts to the 4th. 

‘The Samuset left London on the 3d, and 
the Downs on the 7th January. 

We understand by a passenger in the above 
vessel, that the lower class of people in Eng 
Jand were still in great distress, owing to the 
scarcity and high price of provisions: and 
thatevery species of commercial business was 
dull and unprofitable. Public meetings con- 
tinued to be held in various parts of the coun 
try, but were not so serious asthe great Riot 
in London, which was of far greater magni- 
tude than the statements publishedin the Eng- 
fish papers would lead us to believe. 

The Duke of Weturneton left London 
in the Ant packet 29th Dec. on his return to 
Paris. His Grace’s sudden arrival and de: 
parture has thrown some light upon the inter- 
nal state of France. ‘hat country it ap- 
pears, is no longer able to maintain the enor- 
mous number of hungry mouths quartered 
upon her by her ‘ Deliverers.” 


These papers contain the proceeding of the | 


Court Martial of General SAV ERY, for con 
tumacy, but for which we have not room to- 
day. After two hours deliberation, the 
Court unanimously gleclared General 5S. 
GUILTY, and condemned him to the punisb- 
ment of death. 

The Samoset was taken up by our Consul 
at London, to bring home 101 distressed 
American Seamen, whohad got out of em- 
ploy and thrown themselves upon his protec 
tion. Many of them were in a wretched 
condition when they embarked, 5 of whom 
died on tlie passage, of different diseases. 

Lonpbon, Dec. 3). 
December 30, 

Price of Stocks this day.at 12—3 per cent. 
eonsols shut ; ditto for opening 63 37-48ths; 
3 percent. red. 62 15-28ths; 4 per cents 78 
53-84ths; 5 per cents shut: India stoek——. 


) nduct | 





THE COUNTRY COURIER. 


Meeting at Bristol—Thursday, ia conse- 
quence of bills placarded about the streets of 
Bristol and the neighbourhood, for a Meeting 
to be held on that dey on Brandon hill, the 
streets of the city were filled with a vast con- 
course, and, notwithstanding the incessant 
heavy rain, it was Computed about 2000 peo- 
ple assembled on the hill. Mr. W. Pimm 
was Called to the chair, and Mr. Henry Hunt 
addressed the Meeting in bis usual strain, and 
on the usual topics. ‘I'he resolutions were 
16 in number ; and a Petition to the House of 
Commons was unanimously agreed to, to be 
presented by Lord Cochrane. It is to lie for 
signatures in Uristol, as the petition of the 
freeholders, freemen, householders, and other 
inhabitants of that city and neighbourhood. 
The following is one of the resolutions .— 

“ Resolved—That it is always a proof of 
the badness of any cause, or any argument, 
when ifs advocates resort to acts of violence: 
and therefore we condemn not only all breach- 
es of the peace, but all demonstrations of a 
wish fo commit acts of vielence against any 
of our opponents ; and we shall regard as the 
worst of enemies of ourselves and of our 
country allthose (if any such there should be) 
who may be base enough to commit any such 
acts on this oceasion.” 

The resolutions which follow are briefly to 
the following purport :—That the same 
‘tools of corruption” which caused our ruin- 
ous war with France now held out menaces 
to prevent the present Meeting; and that 
such attempts were as illegal as they were 
futile. T’o relieve the urgent distresses of 
the times by giving penny worth’s of sinecure 
soups, was to oifer the poor a gross insult. 
No real remedy could be produced but by a 
reform in the House of Commons, by a Par- 
liament annually chosen by ballot, and that 
by all men who have attained the age of 
twenty one. ‘Thanks were then voted to 
Major Carthwright, W. Cobbett, Esq. Henry 
Hunt, Esq. and to the Editors of the Papers 
who have advocated the cause of Reform, 
and to their present Chairman. The whole 
business according to our best information, 
went off without any symptoms of riot; in- 
deed, the precautions that had been taken to | 
subdue any such indications were so ample 
as at once toawe the ill-disposed, and give 
complete confidence to the peaceable inhabi 
tants. For several days previous, crowds of 
respectable householders flocked to the Ma- 
gistrates to be sworn in as extra constables 
on the occasion; and the military of every 
description, within many miles of the city, 
were collected, in readiness to act if required. 

| Bath Herald. 

The Duke of Wellington embarked at 12 
o'clock on Sunday night on board the Ant 
packet, with his suite, for Calais, where he 
landed yesterday morning, and immediately 
| set off for Paris. 











